File No. 9110437 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
CHEVALO WILSON -DeBRIANO 


Interview Date: January 11, 2002 


Transcribed by Nancy Francis 


C.WILSON -DeBRIANO 


LIEUTENANT DUN: Today is January 11th, 
2002. The time is 0615 hours. My name is Richard Dun 
working for the New York City Fire Department. I'm 
conducting an interview with the following individual: 
Q. Please state your name. 
A. Chevalo Wilson-DeBriano. 


Q. And your rank? 


A. Paramedic. 
Q. Where is your location of work? 
A Battalion 50. 


Q. In your own words, just tell us what happened 
on the day of September 11th. 

A. I was here. I was extra personnel, so I 
didn't have a partner. I was instructed by the -- or 
actually I saw it in the lounge, an incident happened, 
the World Trade Center, fire, listen on Citywide 
radio. They said it was a plane hit. They put MERV 4 
on standby. I was told by the supervisor to stand by, 
if MERV 4 was to roll, I would have to go on with the 
MERV. The second plane hit and then we were told to 
roll, go to Battalion 46 in Elmhurst, Queens, and stand 
by there. 

We ended up going over to Battalion 46. We 


stood by momentarily. Then we were told to roll. We 
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continued from there down Queens Boulevard. We had a 
view of the burning World Trade Centers. When we 
crossed the 59th Street bridge, we heard over the radio 
people screaming that there was a building collapse. 

We crossed Manhattan, went down the west side. We went 
down past Vesey Street, past the pedestrian bridge. We 
stopped the MERV. There was a lot of smoke. We 
started helping a few injured firefighters who came on 
the MERV van for treatment. 

Then we felt a rumble. My partner, who was 
the driver, told me that he thinks there's another 
collapse, so we have to egress by foot and leave the 
vehicle, and it was a rapid, running egress from the 
area with other police officers, firefighters and 
Civilians to avoid the debris and dust cloud. 

Q. Do you know exactly where you left the 
vehicle, where the vehicle was parked? 

A. Yes. Approximately, looking at this thing, I 
believe it was beside 6 World Trade Center. Yes. Soa 
little south of Vesey Street on the West Side Highway. 

Q. Okay. 

A. We continued. I ended up walking up to 
Chelsea Piers. Then I walked back down to try to find 


my partner. I didn't find him for hours, but he was 
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okay. The vehicle was in bad shape as far as dust. It 
had to be cleaned off. Then we moved the MERV van over 
to another location. I'm just trying to remember the 
actual street. 

Q. When you first arrived, did you see a lot of 
debris, a lot of chaos? 

A. Yes, a lot of chaos, a lot of smoke. You 
couldn't really see. 

Q. Was there a lot of debris on the ground or 
engine parts, body parts? 

A. No, no, I didn't see any of that. I didn't 
see any of that, no. We were on the West Side Highway, 
so I think we were still a distance from that. 

Q. All right. So after the first collapse, you 
relocated? 


A. Well, no. The first collapse had already 


occurred. 

Q. So you were there for the second collapse? 

A. The second collapse, yes. 

Q. Then after the second collapse, you relocated 
down to -- 

A. Well, as I was saying, when we were crossing 


the 59th Street bridge, that's when the first collapse 


occurred. So by the time then we got into Manhattan, 
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we went to the West Side Highway and we stopped the 
van, we stopped the MERV van, and we started treating 
some firefighters. Then the second collapse happened. 

Q. Okay. Then you egressed. 

A. Then we had to egress by foot. 

Q. How long after did you go back to your 
vehicle? 

A. That took a while. I believe it took around 
three hours. Yes, around three hours to get back 
there. 

Q. Did you see any chiefs that you recognized 
who were in the plaza or wherever you were? 

A. In that immediate area, no. 

Q. No officers? 

A. No, I didn't see it. No. Other than when I 
walked up and walked to Chelsea Piers. That's the only 
time I really saw EMS people. I only saw vehicles 
passing. 

Q. Were they parked and covered with debris or 
were they voluntaries just lining up to go in? 

A. At Chelsea Piers? 

Q. On the walk up. 

A. On my walk up I mainly just saw some 


dust-covered vehicles but mainly just emergency 
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vehicles going in and leaving the area. 

Q. Then what did you do after you got to Chelsea 
Piers? 

A. I got to Chelsea Piers. They were just 
lining up. It seemed like there was a lot of confusion 
there. But I couldn't find my driver. I had to check 
all around to see if the driver was there and he wasn't 
there, so I started going back, I started walking back 
to the area. 

Q. You left the MERV down there? 

A. Yes. The MERV was left down by Vesey Street, 
yes. 

Q. So you walked. Did you ever find your 
partner that day? 

A. I did find him. He said he just rana 
different direction. We had got split up and I did 
find him hours later. 

Q. Did you triage people at Chelsea or did you 
do any work at Chelsea? 

A. At Chelsea, no. They were just lined up 
there. 

Q. So that was the end of the day? 

A. No. We went back. We went to the MERV van. 


It had a lot of dust on it, but the driver had 
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relocated it to another location. Man, if I could just 


remember the street. It was the street that JFK Jr. 


lived on. 

Q. Okay. 

A. But that street, we were there, and then from 
there, from that location, then we started -- we set up 


for triage there and we were pretty much there most of 
the day, then, most of the day, setting up for triage, 
and that's where we ended up viewing the collapse of 7 
World Trade Center, which was another time when we 
ended up having to egress a little bit. 

Q. So about what time did you end the day? 

A. The day was ended -- I worked 23 1/2 hours 
straight. So, if I started at 7:00, it ended like at 
6:00 in the morning by the time we got back. 

LIEUTENANT DUN: That concludes the interview 


with Chevalo. Thank you very much for your time. 


